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Burdens appropriated or applied to any good national Pur- 
pofes, I have no Doubt that the virtuous Part of our Coun- 
trymen would fuftain. them with the.greateft Alacrity; but: when 
even the beft Pretext of Adminiftration for accumulating -new and 
intolerable Impofts upon every Comfort of Life is the Neceffity of 
having Means to maintain the American War, I cannot help confi- 
dering the Contribution to the Exchequer only as a Price advanced 
for the Purchafe of innocent Blood. 

But let us grant for a Moment that Juftice, Humanity, and even 
Expediency require a Continuance of the American War, and:con- 
fequently a cheerful Compliance with the Demands of Government 
for Money to carry it on; yet, while the Sums granted are.either 
not accounted for, or evidently not applied to the Purpofes for 
which they are granted, I believe we may, without much Hefita- 
tion, affirm that the Contribution to the Exchequer is a Price ad- 
vanced for the Purchafe of every Britifh Immunity intrufted to the 
Guardianfhip of a venal Legiflature. | 

There is another Light alfo in which we ought now to confider 
the Sums we are called upon tocontribute: If the Quantity of Specie 
in the Kingdom were in an increafing State, the Value of our Coin 
would decreafe, and confequently our Payments would be lefs 
burdenfome in Reality than in their Name; whereas, when ihe 
Specie decreates, every {mall Sum bears a higher Value, becaufe 
there are fewer of thefe {mall Sums in the Kingdom to come to 
“Market; but as our Specie is every Day carrying out of the King- 
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dom, without being replaced by the Returns upon a flourifhing 
Trade, the Coniequence is, that, when we are, as at prefent, 
faddled with:an additional Sum of 700,000]. a Year for ever, it is 
as if, in better Times, we were to have paid rather more than a 
Million; and that Sixpence a Buthel on Malt in the Year 1780, 
is equal-to a-L'ax of Ninepence a Bufhell in the-Year-#775; {rom 
which this general Inference follows, that our Payments ‘now are 
more burdenfome in Reality than in their Name; for our Burdens 
~ encreafe in Proportion as our Ability to fuftain them declines. 

Who then. can forbear thus addrefling himfelt to every Shilling 
he is now obliged to pay? ‘* I take thee from a dimimthed Hoard 
of which thou art therefore now become a more important Por- 
tion. than thou haft heretofore been, and to which, -as-“Frade has 
expired, and Induftry has confequently loft her Reward, I fear 
I never fhall be able to recall thee again. ‘My Heart fhould ne- 
verthelefs. moft cheertully contemplate thy final-Departure, wert 
thou to be applied to the Glory or the Benefit of my Country, but, 
alas! what is thy prefent Deftination? Thou thalt become the Wages 
of thofe whofe Breach of Truft has made my Little lefs; thou thalt 
become Part of a Price advanced for the Purchafe of every Britifh 
“Immunity entrufted to the Guardianthip of a vena! Legifiature ; -or 
thou fhalt become Part of a Price advanced for the Purchafe of my 
Brother’s Blood.” 

Then why advance the Shilling ? Have the Commons of England, 
in Reality, given and granted any additional Sums of Public Money 
beyond the Produce of the late Taxes? No, but on the contrary, 
with explicit Voices they have pronounced the Grant, -** injurious. 
to their Rights and Properties, if made before effectual Meafures 
fhould be taken to redrefs the oppreflive Grievances ‘they fuftain3” 
but their Grievances are fo far from having: been redrefied, - that 
they have ‘been rendered -more burdenfome; is the Grant then 
which: has’been made by their nominal Reprefentatives the Grant of 

the People ? Certainly not ;-our Refufal to contribute, but on certain 
{pecified Conditions, was in a’Manner retaining in our own Hands 
the National Purfe ; from this then our Reprefentatives,: however 
they might fteal, were undoubtedly not authorifed to contribute 
in our Name, and-therefore, as a Tax, upon conftitutional Princi- 
les, is no other than @ voluntary Contribution, 1 am-extremely 
doubtful whether: the late Cut-Purfe Money-Bills are binding upon 
an unwilling and exhaufted People. ‘The arbitrary Impofition feems 
as if our Adminiftration intended to transfer-to England that Flame 
which they ‘have already kindled in America; there abrave Peopleuna- 
nimoufly concurred. to vindicate their exclufive Property in their own 
Treafure, and were confequently:doomed to Slaughter; for refufing’to 
comply with the Extortions of an Aflembly whom they had not de- 
puted to give for them. Tocompel this Compliance is the oftenfible 
Purpofe fur which younow undergo a Treatment of a fimilar Nature; 
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the Intention of our Miniftry*to invade your Rights is obvious, be: 
ware therefore how you fuffer them to make you inftrumental to the 
.Eftablifhment of a Principle that will be afterwards turned againfl 
yourtelves. In your Cafe, however, the Formatities of Donation 
have been preferved, and-the Houfe which granted for you, al- 
though faithlefs to their Truft, confifts of your own Reprefentatives | 
I do not, therefore, recommend a turbulent Refittunce to th. 
Grants that ‘have already been made for: you, I would only alara 
your Attention to fuch Means as may belt fecure a free Reprefen- 
tation of the People, by which we may, in future, obtain the Ear 
of Legiflature on the Subject 6f our own Property, and become 
exempt from the cruel Neceffity of being Acceffories ‘to the Op- 
-prefiions of a fanguinary Adminiftration. For an Acceffory, at the 
very leaft, that Man mutt be called: who contributes to the‘Strength 
and Support of the Oppreffor. 
But it may be faid, for there have been found Men fufficiently 
hardy to fay it already, that the Purpofe of the American War 
is ‘not Oppreffion, but the Exaction of “Obedience to a Legifla- 
‘ture’ vefted ‘with a‘legitimate Power’ to control and make Laws 
‘for the Colonies of Great-Britain in every Cafe whatfoever ; 
and therefore that its bloody Confequences are chargeable -only 
‘again{t thole, who, by Refiftance, have drawn down upon them- 
felves the” vindictive Arm of Juftice. The limits of ‘my Paper 
‘will not admit of any Thing like a full Difcuffion of fo extenfive a 
‘Subje&. I would, however, willingly reft the Determination of 
-this Queftion on the following brief Argument alone: With the 
‘Houfe of Commons every Money-Bill takes its Rife; it is un- 
-alterable by the Lords; on their Concurrence it ‘is ‘returned to 
the Commons; by them it is prefented to the King, whofe Af- 
“fent is not given ‘to it as to any other A& of the Legiflature; 
the Ratification of a Gift is Acceptance, and therefore the King, 
accepting of their Donation, thanks only Ais faithful Commons. Fo 
-what does this then argue? to this incontrovertible inference that, 
‘however extenfive the Power of the Legiflature may bein re{pect to 
the Inftitution of Laws, their Power with refpect to the Grant of 
‘ Money-can extend no farther than to thofe by whom the Houfe of 
Commons is deputed. If by Virtue of their general Legiflative Au- 
thority Money-Bills were framed, the Confequence would be, that 
- the Lords, who are equally poffefied of this Authority with the Com- 
~mons, might, as well as they, frame and prefent the Money-Bills : 
Bat their Lordfhips are not poffeffed of any {uch Power, and why? 
-becaufe they are not deputed by the People: In their Right alone it 
- js that the Houfe of Commons holds the Purfe of the Nation ; from 
them their exclufive Right of Giving is derived, and a Money-Bill 
ig therefore not fo much a Law as a Deed of Gift made by the 
People in the Perfon of their Reprefentative Body, by which every 
Man binds himfelf to ‘make good that Portion of -the general 
«Contribution. for which ‘he has thus engaged. I would now 
‘Cc2 | this 
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this Quéftion: Suppofe the Lords fhould ufurp the Power 
deputed to the Commons, and take it into their Heads to 
raife the Supplies in their Houfe, would the -People of Eng- 
land be under a legal Neceffity of .paying the Sums _ thus 
levied? Certainly not; they cannot be obliged to make good the 
Gift of Men whom they had not appointed to anfwer for them; 
their Refiftance might, however, prove.produdtive of fome Royal 
Affurances to Parliament, that the -Dignity of ¢4is Legiflature 
fhould be maintained again{t a redefMzous People; or to the People, 
that the Sword fhould nct be borne in vain; even Armies might 
be fent to make Devaftation, to burn our Towns and Cities, and 
to remunerate themfelves with the Plunder of Rebels; but would 
even the Succefs of fuch Meafures confer.the Name of Juttice upon 
the Proceeding? If not, by what Logic can it be conferred onthe ' 
prefent Proceedings againit America? I will not believe there 
exifts.in England fo great a Fool, as to maintain that the Americans 
are reprefented by the Reprefentatives of the People of England ; 
but let us grant that, as the Lords, who are not deputed by the 
People, make a Part of that Legiflature to which the People 
yield Obedience, fo the Commons, though not deputed by Ame- 
rica, might have made a Part of that Legiflature to which the 
formerly yielded Qbedience ; yet as our Obedience would not be 
due to a Money-Bill granted by the Lords, becaufe they are not 
authorized by the People to grant it, we-muft furely, for the 


fame Reafon, admit that the Obedience of America was never 
due.to a Money-Bill granted by our Houfe of Commons; and yet 
the only Difobedience originally laid to the Charge of America was, 
that though “not Parcel of the Realm of England,” which that great 
and honeft Judge, Sir Matthew -Fale, declares a-fuflicient Exemp- 
tion from all Exactions, though taxed by their own internal Affem- 
lies, which Lord Coke confiders as a fufficient Exemption from 
all external Taxation; yet the People of that remote Country re- 
fufed to pay a Tax given and granted out of their Effects by the 
Houfe of Commons of -England. ‘The avowed Purpofe of the 
American War is therefore to take from them what they never 
granted; to fhift the Principle of ‘Taxation; inftead of a Gift to 
make a Tax the Impofition of Authority ; and to take from the 
Property of every Man that Security which we had heretofore con- 
fidered as the Birth-Right of an Englifh Subject; for this it is that 
your Treafure has been fo profutely lavifhed ; that your Trade has 
been alienated and. turned to the Ports of your wifer Enemies; that 
your own Blood has been copioufly mingled with that of your 
flaughtered Brethren ; that the moit glorious Empire which has 
ever flourifhed on the Earth. is broken:-to Pieces, and funk now to 
be the Scorn and Contempt of Europe; and.for-this it is that, out 
of the little Remnant which has not yet departed from us, we are 
even now called upon to contribute a farther Perpetuity of 00,0001. 
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afk a Year. For this it is, I fay, not becaufe I at all be- 
lieve the Conqueft of America to be the final Object with 
Adminiftration, but becaufe it is held up as the Pretext for 
accumulating new Burdens upon every Comfort of Life. The 
Merits of | their beft ‘Plea I was therefore willing to {tate in its 
true Colours, and to thew that whatever we contribute to maintain 
their pretent Career is but a Contribution advanced for the Pur- 
chafe of innocent Blood. If fuch, therefore, is the Applhcation 


of our Wealth, how loudly are we called upon, even by the Voice. 


of (onfcience, to affociate, for the Purpote of obtaining {uch Laws 
as may tend to correct the Expenditure of Public Money, and to 
regulate the Manner of keeping and paffing the Public Accounts. 
Parliaments, extended beyond their natural Term, have tound 
Means to difpvfe of our Property without our Concurrence ; let 
us therefore, notwithftanding our late Ditappoiniment, {till hold 
in View that moft defirable of all Objects to the People, 
the Dependence of the Reprefentative upon the Conttitu- 
ent. It does not furprife me that this has been ref: fed to our 
Prayers in the fiift Inftance; the Determination has as yet 
been only with the Reprefentative, and there is ho great Reae 
fon to wonder that he has pronounced a Jucgment on his own Side 
of the Queftion. Ina little Time, however, the Power of acting 
for ourfelves muft revert to the People, ana I will without >cr: ple 
pronounce that Man extremely inattentive to his own and_ his 
Country’s Happinefs, who fhall give a Voice for the Candidate who 
will not previoufly ftipulate to ufe his Endeavours to appropricte 
and enquire into the Application of our Money, to eftablith a grevter 
Equality in the Reprefentation of the Peuple, and to fhorten the 
Duration of Pariiaments. By Meafures fuch as thefe alone we nua 
ever hope to fee a Stop put to the prefent Effufion of Blood; 

fee the Subject of Britain reinftated in his antient Immunities ; 
behold the Reftoration of Trade and Wealth to our Ports, of 
Dignity or even of Tranquillity to the Empire. H 
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